THE BIRDS, 556-569

Proclaim ye against him a Holy Wai ,a

and announce that no longei below,
On then lawless amouis through these icgions of yours,
will the Gods be pcimitted to go
No moie through the au (to then Alopes fan,

their Alcmenas, then Semeles " wending)
May they post in hot love, as of old, fiom above,

for if ever you catch them descending,
You will clap on their dissolute peisons a seal,

their evil designs to pi event '
And then let another ambassadoi-bird

to men with this message be sent,
That the Birds being Soveieigns, to them must be paid

all honoui and woiship divine,
And the Gods for the future to them be postponed

Now theiefore assort and combine
Each God with a bud, whichevei will best

with lus natuie and attubutes suit;
If to Queen Aphiodite a victim ye slay,

first sacufice giain to the cootc ;
If a sheep to Poseidon ye slay, to the duck

let wheat as a victim be bi ought;
And a big honey-cake for the cormoiant make,

if ye offer to Heracles aught
Bring a lam for King Zeus ' But ye first must produce

for our Kinglet, the gold-crested wren,d
A masculine midge, full foimed and entire,

to be sacrificed duly by men.

them could fly the highest should be then King The Eagle
soared far above the rest, but when he had attained the highest
point to which he could by any possibility ascend, a little golden-
crested wren which had nestled unperceived in his plumage,
spread its tiny wings and flew up a few yards higher. Hence its
claim to be King of Birds ; and hence its association heie with
Zeus, the King ot the Gods " - R
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